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IN GOVERNMENT 


European Economic Conference 


To meet the deadline of September 1, when its 
proposals are due to be presented to the United 
States, the conference for European economic co- 
operation in Paris has set its technical committees 
to work on the basic problems of food and _agricul- 
ture, power, iron and steel, and transport. Their 
findings will be combined in a final report by the 
Cooperation Committee, which will outline the 
causes for Europe’s economic difficulties, proposals 
to overcome them, and the amount of assistance 
they believe is required from the United States. 


Since the economic recovery of Europe is integrally 
bound up with that of Germany, it is not surprising 
to find the problem of the level of German industry 
once more being hotly debated. A recently-published 
directive to General Clay, U. S. Commander in 
Germany, ordering him to take steps to revive Ger- 
man production, caused such concern to the French 
Government that it was agreed to suspend the direc- 
tive until the Paris conference could make its recom- 
mendations. Everyone is agreed that German coal 
production must be increased but the French and 
several other victims of German aggression take a 
firm stand against increased manufacturing levels 
in German industry, particularly steel. The U. S. 
position is that a revival of German industry is 
essential not only for Germany herself, so that she 
can afford to import needed foodstuffs, but also for 
the reconstruction of the entire European economy. 


Meanwhile two Congressional committees have 
been appointed to follow closely developments in 
the European economic situation until Congress 
reconvenes. . 


Toward Reorganization 
of the Executive? 


A new law, passed last month, sets up a Commis- 
sion on Organization of the Executive Branch of 
the Government. The Commission is composed of 
12 members as follows: four appointed by the Presi- 
dent, (two from the Executive branch and two from 
private life); four appointed by the President of the 
Senate, (two from the Senate and two from private 
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life); and four appointed by the Speaker of the 
House, (two from the House and two from private 


life). 


An effort was made to remove the Commission 
from partisanship by requiring that each of the 
“two” mentioned above must be from different 
parties; further, the Commission is ordered to re- 
port within ten days after the 81st Congress is con- 
vened and organized,—in other words, after the 48 
elections. 


The Commission is to study the organization and 
methods of operation of all departments, bureaus 
and other establishments contained within the Ex- 
ecutive branch, to determine what changes are neces- 


sary for greater economy, efficiency and improved 
service. 


The Commission members have an opportunity to 
make a great contribution to the effective operation 
of government. 


Economic and Social Council 


Considerable attention is being focused on the 
fifth session of the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council which began July 19. For as the 
Security Council continues to be very nearly dead- 
locked over major issues, increasing hope is placed 
on the constructive groundwork for peace that can 
be laid in ECOSOC and its afhliated agencies. This 
session should show whether agreement can be 
reached more readily on economic and social ques- 
tions than on security ones. 


Information collected by the Secretary General 
on post-UNRRA relief needs is on the agenda, as 
are reports of the Economic and Employment Com- 
mission, the Economic Commissions for Europe, and 
for Asia and the Far East, the Preparatory Commit- 
tee of the UN Conference on Trade and Employ- 
ment, and a proposal for a UN authority to adminis- 
ter the world’s oil resources. 


Whether ECOSOC will be able to agree on spe- 
cific recommendations remains to be seen. Since its 


powers are only advisory, action depends on the co- 
operation of member states. 
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* CURRENT LEGISLATION x 


Tariff on Imported Wool (S. 814): This measure 
has evidently been completely killed. S. 1498, the 
new bill without tariff provisions, has passed the 
Senate and was on July 12 reported favorably by 
the House Agriculture Committee. Final passage 
is expected before Congress adjourns. 


Immigration of Displaced Persons (H. R. 2910 
and S. 1563): Hearings on H. R. 2910 were con- 
cluded on July 18, with substantial majority of Sub- 
committee members still indicating lack of sym- 
pathy with the bill. As we go to press it seems likely 
the only action that will be forthcoming is a junket 
to Europe to look at the D.P.’s. The Senate will also 
probably conduct an investigation during the sum- 
mer and fall, and bring in a report not later than 
January 10 (pursuant to S. Res. 137). 


Nursery Stock and Bulbs (S. 338): This bill was 


reported out of the House Agriculture Committee | 


on July 15 with the League-advocated amendments, 

namely: removing all reference to bulbs and striking 

out the provision that imports must be limited to @ 
those needed for propagation purposes. In this 
amended form it passed the House, and the Senate 

is expected to agree to the House amendments. 


Pacific Island Trusteeship Agreements (H. J. Res. 

233): This legislation went swiftly through Con- 

gress, being passed on July 11 by the House and on 

July 14 by the Senate. It has been signed by the @) 
President. | 


Federal Aid to Education (S. 472 and H. R. 2953): 
No action since last issue of TRENDS. Senate bill 
is on the Calendar and House bill has been reported 
favorably by the Subcommittee to the full Education 
and Labor Committee. 


Taft-Ellender-Wagner Housing Bill (S. 866): Re- 


mains on Senate Calendar. 
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